TTTLE 70
NOIq".PR"CIFIT

I,AI\D ORGAI{IZATION COBtr

HOOPA'trRIBAL COI}E
ORDINANCE OF THE HOOPA VALLEY TRIBE
HOOPA VALLEY INDIAN R.ESERVATION
HOOPA, CALIFORNIA

ORDINANCE NO: 05-07
DATE APPROVED: JUI'JE 25,2007
SUBJECT:

ENACTING THE HOOPA NON-PROFIT LAND ORGANIZATION CODE OF
THE HOOPA VALLEY TRIBE.

WHEREAS:

The Hoopa Valley Tribe did on June 20,1912, adopt a Constitution and Bylaws
which was approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affays on August 18, 7972,
ratified by Act of Congress on October 3 I , 1988, and amended on June 19, 1990
and, by tribal law, the sovereign authority of the Tribe over the matter described
herein is delegated to the Hoopa Valley Tribal CounciF, acting by law, and

WHEREAS: 'fhe Tribal Council is charged with

the responsibilities to govem all lands within

the Tribe's, and

WHEREAS: The Trrbal Council

has determined that fractionated ownership

JtonO and

assets

is detrimental to the interest of the Tribe, its members and the Reservation; and

WHEREAS: Failure to proactively

address fractionated ownership of lands by the Tribe

will

invite urmecessary federal intervention over such.land in a manner that will be
hannful for the Tribe, tribal mernbers and the Reservation as a whole, and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the I{oopa Valley Tribal Council enacts the
following Ordinance as part of the Hoopa Tribal Code.

70.1 Scope of Title

(a)
(b)
(.)

The Short Title of this Code is the Hoopa Non-Profit Land Organization Code.
Unless otherwise provided, the provisions of this Title apply only to non-profit land
organizalions formed under this code.
The Tribal Director of Commerce is authorized to carry out the provisions of this Code.

70.2 Land Owner Responsibilities, Standard of Construction.
a) An owner of a fractionated undivided interest owner in land or asset, regardless of the

amount of interest ou'l1ed, is responsible for:
1)
ensuring that an asset is managed in a productive manner l.hat rs reflective of tlie
interests of its or.l,ners and applicable tribal and federal larvs;
1\
L)
ensuring the asset is gcvemed by a functional process at ali tinres;
3)
assisting with identification and the whereaboLrts of interest holders;
4)
making sure the undivided asset is kept is a useable and meaningful state;
5)
ensuring that the asset is protected;
6)
directly participating in the management asset or, by their non-parlicipation,
agrees that sucli non-parttcipation is deemed to be a delegation of their
management responsibilities to otlier another asset owner who parlicipates in the
management of the asset, to managc on their behall, rt'hether such delegation is
taken by formal or default action.

b) Standard of Construction -

Asset owner Delegation of Management Responsibilities.
An owner of undivided interest in land who elects not to participate in the business and affairs of
managing the asset shall be deerned to have delegated hisiher voting rights and management
responsibilities over the asset to artother undivided interest holder in the same asset for purposes
of carrying out the business and affairs of the lar.rd enterprise. Voluntarynon-participation in the
business and affairs of the land, asset, or enterprise by an undivided interest owners shall be
deemed as a default action to delegate his/her land owner responsibilities and arlhorities to
anotherowners of undivided interests in the same asset to manage on his/herbehalf. The
enterpnse shall establish and maintain a record of all fractionated land owners, whether the land
owner parttcipates in the enterprise or not, and shall make a reasonable effort'at least annually to
repofi to such individual on the activities of the enterprise
.

70.3. Delinition of Terrns
ln this Code:
(a) "Asset" for the purpose of dissolution rneans au)/ asset of the organization other tl*n those
held in trust status by the United States. Assets held in trust status may only be distributed
in accordance a plan approved by the Secretary of the Interior.
(b) "Corporation" means a non-profit land organization formed pursuant to this Code;
(c) "Director" means a member o[a group elected or othenvise authorized to govern the affairs
of the corporation, and includes trustees, governors, regents, and otherterms of like imporl;
(d) "Member" means (without regard to what a person is called in the arlicles or bylaws) any
person who on more than one occasion, pursuant to a provision of a corporation's articles or
bylaws, has the right to vote for the election of a director or directors. A person is not a
member solely by virtue of any of the folloi.ving:
i) any nghts such person has as a member of the corporatiort's staff;
ii) by association with a fractionated land owner who has not designated a person as
the recipient of his/her interest;
iii) any rights such person has to designate a director or directors; or
iv) any rights such person has as a director.
70.4. Purposes and Pon'ers of Land Organization Non-Profit Corporations
(a) Every corporation incorporated under this Code may engage in any lawful activity unless

{,t

\
iimited purpose is set forth in the articles of incorporation.
(b) l-tnless its articles of incorporation provide othem,ise. every'corporatiou has perpetual
duration and succession in its corpora"te narne and has the same powers as an individual
to clo all thiirgs necessary or convenient to carry out its affairs, including *'itho.'it
lirnitation power:
1) to sue and be sued, complain and defend in its corporate name.
(2) to have a corporate seal, which rnay be altered at will, and-to use it, or a
facsimile of it, by impressing or affixing it or in any other manner
reproducing it;
(3) to make and amend bylar.vs, not inconsistent rvith its articles of
incorporation or with the laws of the Tribe, for managing and regulating
the affairs of the corporation;
(4) to purchase, receive, lease, or acquire, whether by gift, devise, bequest or
othenvise, and to own, hold, improve, use, and otherwise deal with, real or
personal property, or any legal or equitable interest in properly, wherever
a more

located;

(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(i

1)

(12)
(13)
(14)

to-sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange, and otherwise dispose
of all or any part of its ProPertY;
to purchase, receive, subscribe for, or otherwise acquire, own, hold, vote,
use, sell, mortgage, lend, pledge, or otherwise dispop of. and deal in
and with shares or other interests in, or obligations of, any other entity;
to make contracts and guarantees, incur liabilities, borrow money, issue
notes, bonds, and other obligations, and secure any of its obligations by I
rno(gage or pledge of any of its property, franchises or income;
to lend money, invest and reinvest its funds, and receive and hold real and
personal property as secunty for repaynent, except as limited by Sectiotl
70.5 of this Title;
I
to be a promoter, partner, membel, associate or manager of *iy
partnership, joint venture, trust or other entity;
to conduct its business, locate offices, and exercise the powers granted by
this Chapter within or without the Reservation;
to elect or appoint directors, officers, employees, and agents of the
corporation, define their duties, and fix their compensation,
to pay pensions and establish pension plans, pension trusts, and other
benefit and incentive plans for any or all of its current or former directors,
officers, employees, and agents;
to make donations for public r.velfare or for charitable, scientific, or
educational purposes and for the purposes not inconsistent with 1aw, that
further the corporate interest;
to impose dues, assessments, admission and transfer fees upon its
members;

(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)

to establish conditions for admission to membership, admit members and
issue memberships;
to carry on a business;
to do all things necessary or convenient, not inconsistent with law, to
further the activities and affairs of the corporation;
to cease its corporate activities and surrender its corporate franchise.
3
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9)

{20)

(21)

to petition for the consolidation of'landsiassets in accordance rvith
applicable tribal and federal laws;
to develop partitioning and other plans that are in the interest of ttre
enterprise and its stockholders, including to establish values in
fiactionated intercsts in land for purposes of dividing the undivided
interests in land and may otherwise be needed for canying out the business
and affairs of the enterprise; and
to transfer all nghts and assets of acorporation to a for-profit land
enterprise incorporated pursuant to Trtle 69 of the Hoopa Tribal Code,
provided that dissolution requrrements of a corporation established
pursuant to this Code is completed.

70.5. LimitationsA corporation:
(l) shall not have or issue shares ofstock;
(2) shall not pay dividends or make any disbursement of income to its members,
directors or officers;
(3) shall not loan money or credit to its officers or directors;
(4) may pay compensation only up to a reasonable amount to its mernbers, directors,
officers or agents for services rendered; and
(5) may confer benefits upon its members only in conformity with its pgrposes.
(b) A corporation, unless its articles of incorporation or bylaws provide otherwise:
(l) upon dissolution or final liquidation may make distributions to its members as
permitted by this Title, and no such payment, benefit or distribution shall be
deemed to be a dividend or a distribution of income; and
(2) may periodically pay refunds to members for fees or dues actualli, paid r.vhich are
in excess of the losses, expenses and debts of the corporation, and such refunds
shall not be deerned to be dividends or distributions of income.
,J
(c) No two corporations n-ray pre side over the sarne parcel of land.

70.6 Incorporator Eligibility/Registered Agent
(a) Incorporator Eligibility. Any person 18 years of age or older rvho owns

an undivided interest
in land having more than one undivided interest niay appiy to the Tribal Director of Commerce to
establish a land enterprise under this Code.
(b) Registered Agent. All enterprises formed pursuant to this Code shall appoint a person to
accept the service ofjudicial process on the corporation. All enterprises shall notify the Director
of Commerce of any change in the name or address of the corporation's registered agent.
Enterprises formed pursuant this Code are deemed to consent to the appointment of the Director
of Commerce as their agent for the acceptance of service of process in the event the corporation
fails to notify the Director of Commerce of any change in the name or the address of its
registered agent. ln such cases, service upon the Director of Commerce shall be deemed to be
service on such corporation rvithin 10 days thercol, provided, the Director of Commerce shall
mail notice of such service to any incorporator, director, officer or shareholder of the corporation
at the rnost recent address noted in the files of the Director of Commerce.

70.7 Defense of Ultra.
No act of a corporation and no conveyance or transfer of real or personal propeny to or by a
corporation shall be invalid by reason of the fact that the corporation was without capacity or

\-/

\-

power to do such act or to rrrake or recei\re such conveyance or transfer, but such lack of'capacity
or power lnay be assefied:
(1) In a proceeding by a rnember or director against the doing of any act or acts or the
transfer ofreal or personai property by or to the corporation. Ifany unauthorized
acts or transfer sought to be enjoined are being, or are to be, performed or made
pursuant to anycontract to which the corporation is aparty, the coutl may, if all
the parties to the contract are parties to the proceeding and if it deems the same to
be equitable, set aside and enjoin the perfomrance of such contract and in so doing
may allow to the corporation or to the other parties to the contract, as the case may
be, compensation for the loss or damage sustained by either of them which rnay
result from the action of the court in setting aside and enjoining the performance
of such contract, but anticipated profits to be derived from the performance of the
contract shall not be awarded by the cour1 as a loss or damage sustained.
(2) In a proceeding by the corporation, whether acting directly or through a receiver,
trustee, or other legal representative, or through members in a representative suit,
against the incumbent or former officers or directors of the corporation.
(3) In a procecding by the Director of Cornmerce, as provided in this Code, to
dissolve the corporation, or to enjoin the corporation fron-r the transaction of
unauthorized business.
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70.8 Articles Of Incorporation.
(a) Articles of incorporation shall set forth:
(1) a corporate name lor the corporation that satisfies the requirements of this Title;
(2) .the corporation is a land organization established pursuant to this Code;
(3) the purpose or purposes for which the corporation is organized, which may be,
either alone or in combination with other purposes, the transaction of any lawful

(1)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(b)

(")
(d)

activitY;

t

the names and addresses of tlrc individuals rvho are to sen,e as the initia?directors,
the street address of tlre corporation's initial registered office and the name of its
initial registered agent at that office;
the name and address of each incorporator,
whether or not the corporation will have members; and
provisions not inconsistent w'ith law regarding the distribution of assets on

dissolution.
The articles of incorporation may set forth:
(l) provisions not inconsistent rvrth law regarding:
(i) managing and regulating the affairs of the corporation;
(ii) defining, limiting, and regulating the powers of the corporation, its board
of directors, and members (or any class of members); and
(iii) the characteristics, qualifications, rights, limitations and obligations
attaching to each or any class of members.
(2) any provision that under this Title is required or permitted to be set forth in the
bYlarvs.

Each incorporator and director named in the articles must sign the articles.
The articles of incorporation need not set forth any of the corporate powers enumerated in

this Title.

70.9 Filing of Articles of Incorporation.
Duplicate originals of the aflicles of incorpor"ation shall be delivered to the Director of
Coinmerce. If the Director of Commerce finds that the articles of incorporation he or slre shall,
''r,hen all tlie fees Iiave beerr paid as in this Title described:
(i) Endorse on each of such originals the word "Filed," and the effective date of the

(2)
(3)

filing thereof.

File one of such originals.
Issue a certificate of incorporation to u,'hich the other original shall be affixed.
The certificate of incorporation together u'itl-r the original of the articles of incorporation affixed
thereto shall be retumed to the incorporators or their representative.

70.10. Effect of Filing the Articles of Incorporation -- Certificate of Incorporation.
Upon the filing of the articles of incorporation, the corporate existence shall begin, and the
cerlificate of incorporation shall be conclusive evidence that all conditions precedent rgquired to
be performed by the incorporators have been complied with and that the corporation has been
incorporated under this Title, except as against the Tribe in a proceeding to cancel or revoke the
certificate of incorporation or for involuntary dissolution of the corporation.
70.11. Organization Meeting of Directors.
After the issuance of the certificate of incorporation, an organization meeting, of the bgrd of
directors named in the articles of irtcorporation shall be held at the call of a majority of the
directors named in the articles of incorporation, for the purpose of adopting bylaw's, electing
officers, and transacting such other business as may come before the meeting. Unless all
directors n,aive notice, the directors calling the rneeting shall give at least three days' notice
thereof by rnail to each director, rvhich notice shall state the time and place of meeting. Any
action permitted to be taken at the organization meeting of the directors may be taken without
meeting, if each director signs an instrument rvhich states thc action so taken.

a

i

70.12 Admission of N'tembers
A corporation shall adrnit anyperson rvho has an interest in a fractionatedparcel of land
to be managed by the corporation as a member. The articles or bylaws shall establish
criteria or procedures for admission; provided, however, that no person shall be admitted
as a member rvithout his or her consent.
(b) Except as provided in its arlicles or bylail's, a corporation rray admit members having no
fractionated interests in land for no consideration or f,or such consideration as is

(a)

detennined by the board.

7AJ3. Differences in Rights and Obligations of Mernbers.

(a)

Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, all members shall have the samc
rights and obligations with respect to voting, dissolution, redemption and transfer, unless the
arlicles or bylaws establish classes of membership with different rights or obligations. I\{embers
shall have the same rights and obligations with respect to any other matters, except as set forth in
or authorized by the articles or bylaws.
(b) Unless otherwise provided in the articles of incorporation, voting and other rights and
benefits in the enterprise will be determined based on the individual's percentage of undivided
interest in the iand/asset, not including any value added by operation of the corporation.

,tJ

7t.14. Transfers(a) Except

(b)

a,s set forth in or authorized by the arricles or bylarvs, no menrber
may transfer a nrembership or any right arising therefrom.
Where transfer rights have been provided, no restriction on them shall kre binding witn
respect [o a member holding a membership issued prior to the adoptirin of ihe restnction
unless the restrictron is approved by the members and the affected member.

70.15.

Resignation(a)

(b)
(c)

A member may resigrt at any tinte.

The resignation of a member does not relieve the member from any previouslv accrued
obligations the member may have to the corporation.
Resignation of a member having a fractionated interest in trust Iands or assets does not
prevent the corporation from carrying out its activities.

7O.16. Termination.
(a) No member may be expelled or suspended, and no membership or memberships may be
tenninated or suspended except pursuant to a procedure '*'hich is lair and reasonable
under the circumstances and is carried out in good faith.
(b) A procedure is fair and reasonable when it provides for rvritten notice to the member of
the reasons for the proposed expulsion, suspension or termination, and provides a
reasonable opportunity for the member to be heard by the person or persons authorized to
decide the matter prior to the proposed action.
?
(c) A procedure rvhich departs from any procedures set fonh in the corporate bylaws for the
expulsion, termination or suspension of members or mernbership rights is not fair and
reasonable, unless special circumstances walTant such a departure
(d) Any proceeding challenging an expulsron, suspension or temrination, irrcluding a
proceeding in which defective notice is alleged, must be commenced within one year after
the effectjve date of the expulsion, suspension or tennination.

7AJ7 Purchase of Memberships.
(a) A corporation may purchase the membership of a member who resigns or whose

(b)

?

'

membership is terminated for the amount and pursuant to the conditions set forth in or
authorized by its articles or bylaws.
A corporation sliall not purchase its memberships unless:
(l) the corporation would be able to pay its debts as they become due in the usual
course of its activities; and
(2) the corporation's total assets r.l'ould at least equai the sum of its total liabilities.

70.18. Annual Meeting of N{embers.
A corporation with members shall establish in its articles of incorporation or by-laws a date at
which an annual meeting of members shall be held, if called, and if not so established, the date
shall be the second business day after May 3lst. Unless otherwise provided in the articles of
incorporation, no annual meeting need be held unless a rvritten request therefore is delivered to
the corporation by any voting member not less than 30 days before the date specified for the
meeting.

70.19. Special Meetings of Nlembers.
A corporation shall hold a special meeting, of members:
(l) on call of its board of directors or the person or persons authorized to do so by the

(a)

7

(b)
(c)

articles of incoiporation or bylaw's; or
(2) if at least 10 percent of all the members entitled to vote on any issue proposed to
be considered at the proposed special meetirlg srgn, date and deliver to the
corporation's secretary one or more written demands for the meeting, describing
the purposes for which it is to be held.
Special meetings of members may be held on or off of the Resen,ation, at the place stated
in accordance w,ith the bylaws. if no place is stated in the bylarvs, special meetings shall
be held at the corporation's principal office.
Only business within the purposes described in the noticc sent to members may be
conducted at a special meeting of members.

70.20. Notice of I\{embers' Meetings.
A corporation shall notify its members of the date, time and place of each annual and
special meeting of members no fewer than 15 nor more than 60 days before the meeting.
Unless this Title or the articles of incorporation require otherwise, the corporation is
required to give notice only to members entitled to vote at the meeting.
(b) Notice of members'meetings shall be given by mail or telephone, using the most recent
address or telephone number supplied to the corporation by each member; provided,
however, that if it is consistent with the corporation's articles or bylaws, notice may be
given by posting and publishing notices instead of mailing or telephoning if the di;ectors
determine in good faith that notice so given is reasonably calculated to actually inform all
voting members of the meeting.
(c) If annual or special members'meeting is adjounied to a different date, titne or piace,
notice need not be given of the new date, time or place if that information is announced

(a)

before meeting adjoumment.
70.21. Waiver of Notice(a) A member may warve any notice required by this T'itle, the aflicles, ,
or bylaws before or after the date and time stated in tlre notice. Except as provided in
'
subsection (b) below, the waiver must be in rvriting, be signed by the member entitled to
the notice, and be delivered to the corporation for inclusion in the minutes or filing with
the corporate records.
(b) A member's attendance at a rneeting:
(1) waives objection to lack of notice or defective notice of the meeting, unless the
member at the beginning of the meeting objects to holding the meeting or
transacting business at the meeting;
(2) waives objectiori to consideration of a parlicular matter at the meeting, that is not
within the purpose or purposes described in the meeting notice, unless the
member objects to considering the matter when it is presented.

7A.22. Action by Written Ballot.
Unless prohibited or limited by the articles or bylaws, any action rvhich may be taken at any
annual or special meeting of members may be taken by a vote without a meeting if the
corporation delivers a written ballot to every member entitled to vote on the matter.
70.23. Voting Rights of N{embers in General.
(a) Each member shall have no more than one vote with respect to any matter he or she is
entitled to vote upon according to the corporation's bylaws or articles.
8

(b)
(c)

Cumulat.ive voting lbr directors shall not be aiiou,ed unless provided for in

t1:e

corporation's bylaws or articles.
The bylarvs or arlicles of a corporation may provide for any reasonable nrethod to fill
individualpositions on its board of directors, including but not lirnited to: r'oting by all
members; voting among members living in a particular communitl'; voting among an)/
other class of members; appointment by the Tribal Council or any other person or entiti';
and voting among persons who are not considered "members" under this Title.

70.74. Inspection of Corporate Records.

(a)

(t

)

(")
(d)
(")

A corporation shall keep at least the foilowing records:
(l) minutes of all members'meetings and board of director's rneetings and actions of
members or of the board of directors r'r'ithout a meetillg;
(2) appropriateaccountingrecords;
(3) detailed records of the use of any money donated to a corporation;
(4) names and addresses of all members and the class of voting rights held by each;
(5) curent articles of incorporation and bylarvs;
(6) resolutions adopted by the board of directors.
Upon five days wntten notice, the Director of Commerce or his or her duly authorized
representative or a member of the corporation is entitled to inspect and copy the records
referred to in subsection (a) above. [n the case of inspection by a member, thqright is
subject to the following requirements:
(1) the member's demand must be made in good faith and for a proper purpose;
(2) the member must describe with reasonable particularity his or her pUrpose ar-rd the
records he or she desires to inspect; and
the records must be directly connected with his or her purpose.
the corporation may impose a reasonable charge covering the costs of labor and materials
for copies of documents; provided, horvever, that in the case of copies made for
lnernber, the charge may not exceed any estimates of such costs provided to the memUtr'
A member's agent or attoixey has tl-re same inspection and copying, rights as the member

(3)

a

!

he or she rePresents.
A corporation may take reasonable steps to prevent the dissemination of trade secrets,
proprietary information or other commercially-sensitive information to other persons than
corporate members or representatives of the Director of Commerce.

7A.25. Limitations on use of Membership.
Without consent of the board, a rnembership list or any part thereof may not be obtained
or used by any person for any purpose unrelated to a member's interest as a member.
Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, rvithout the consent of the board a
membership list or any parl thereof may not be:
(l) used to solicit money or property unless such money or property will be used
solely to solicit the votes of the members in an election to be held by the
corporation;
(2) used lor any commercial purpose; or
(3) sold to or purchased by any person.
(b) This section shall not be construed to limit the use of membership lists by the Director of
Commerce or other tribal officials in the course of any official investigation of the
operation of a corporation.

(a)
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DIRECTORS AND OFFICER.S.

7v.26. Duties of Board of Directors.

(a)
(b)

Except as provided in subsection (b) below, all corporate pou,ers shall be exercised b), or
under the authority of and the
affairs of the corporation maraged under the direction of its board of directors.
The articles may authorize a person or persons to exercise sorne or all of the pou,ers
would otherwise be exercised by a board. To tLre extent so authorized any such person or
persons shallhave the duties and responsibilities of directors, and the directors shall be
relieved to that extent frorn such duties and responsibilities.

0.27. Qualifications of Directors.
The articles of incorporation or bylaws may prescribe qualifications for directors. A director
need not be a resident of the Resen,ation or a member of the corporation unless the articles of
incorporation or bylarvs so prescribe. A director shall be an individual who is least 18 years of
7

age.

70.28 Terms of Directors.
(a) If the corporation has members:
(1) the terms of the initial directors of a corporation expire at the first

?
members'

meeting at which directors are elected; and
the terms of ail other directors expire at the next annual members'meeting '
following their eiection, unless the articles of incorporation provide that their terms
are staggered or are longer than one year in duration.
(b) If the corporation does not have members, all the directors (except the initial directors)
shall be elected, appointed or designated as provided in the arlicles or b1,laws. If no method ,
of designation or appointn-rent is set lorth in the articles or bylarvs, the directors (otl-rer than ,
the initial directors) shall be elected by the board.
(c) A decrease in the numberof directors does not shorten an incumbent director's term.
(d) Except as provided in the articles or bylaws:
(I)
the term of a director filling a vacancy in the office of a director elected by mernbers
expires at the next election of directors by members; and
(2) the term of a director filling any other vacancy expires at the end of the unexpired
term rvhich such director is filling.
(e) Despite the expiration of a director's term he or she contiuues to serve until a successor is
elected or appointed and qualifies or until there is a decrease in the number of directors.

(.2)

70.29. Removal of Elected Directors.
(a) The members may vote to remove one or more directors with or without cause.
(b) If a director is elected by a voting group of members, only the members of that voting
group may participate in the vote to remove him or her.
(c) A director may be removed by the nrembers only at a meeting called for that purpose and
the meeting notice must state that tire purpose, or one of the purposes, of the meeting is
removal of the director.
(d) An entire board of directors may be removed under subsections (a)-(c).
(e) The board of directors of a corporation may, without cause, remove a director who has been
10

(,

elected by' the board by the vote of a trvo-thirds of the directors then in otfice or sttch
greatcr number as is set for-th in the arlicles or bylau's.
If at the beginning of a director's term on the board, the articles or bylaws proviCe that the
director rnay be rerroved for missing a specified number of board mcetings, the boarcl ri-ray

rerlove the director for failing to attend tl-re specified number of meetings. The director
may be removed only if a rnajority of the directors then in office vote for the removal.
70.30. Removal of Designated or Appointed Directors.
(a) A designated director may be removed by an amendment to the arlicles or by'lavv5 deleting
or changing the designation.
(b) Appointed Directors:
(1) Except as otherwise provided in the articles or bylaws. an appointed director may be
removed without cause by the person appointing the director;
(2) The person removing the director shall do so by giving written notice of the removal
to the director and either the presiding officer of the board or the corporation's
president or secretary;
(3) A removal is effective when the notice is effective unless the notice specifies a
future effective date.

,
70.31. Removal of Directors by Judicial Proceeding.
proceeding
a
in
from
office
the
corporation
of
a
director
remove
may
(a) The Tribal Court
comlnenced by the corporation, or by at least 33 percent of the members or in an action
brought on behalf of the Director of Commerce, if the court finds that :
(1) the director engaged in fraudulent or dishonest conduct or gross abuse ofauthority
or discretion lvith respect to the corporation or that the director received a loan of
the corporation's money or credit; and
(2) removal is in the best interest of the corporation.
(b) If the court relnoves the director it nray bar the director from reelection for a period
(c)

prescribed by the court.
If either the corporation's members or the Director of Commerce commences a proceeding
under subsection (a), the corporation shall be made a party defendant.

70.32. Vacancy on Board.
Unless the arlicles or bylarvs provide otheru'ise, and except as provided in subsections (b)
and (c), if a vacancy occurs on a board of directors, including a vacaltcy resulting from an
increase in the number of directors:
(l) the members, if any, may fill the vacancy if the vacant office was held by a director
elected by a specific voting class, only members of the class are entitled to vote to
fill the vacancy if it is filled by the members;
(2) the board of directors may fill the vacancy; or
(3) if the directors remaining in office constitute fewer than a quorum of the board,
they may fill the vacancy by the affirmative vote of a majority of all the directors
remaining in office.
(b) Unless the articles or bylaws provide other-wise, if a vacant office was held by an
appointed director, only the person who appointed the director may fill the vacancy.
(") lf a vacant office was held by a designated director, the vacancy shall be filled as provided
in the articles or bylaws. ln the absence of an applicable article or bylaw provision, the

(a)

ll
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(d)

vacancy may not be filled by the board.
A rzacanc)rthat w'ill occurat a specific laterdate, byreason of a resignation oroiherrvise,
rnay be filled before the vacancy occurs but the nerv director may not take office until the
vacancy occurs.

70.33. Nleetings.
The board of directors n-ray hold regular or special meetings or off the Resen'ation.
Unless the arlicles of incorporation or bylarvs provide othenvise, the board of'directors rnay
permit any or all directors to participate in a regular or special rneeting by, or conduct the
meeting through the use of any means of communication by ivhich a directors participating
may sirnultaneously hear each other during the meeting. A director participating in a
meeting by this means is deemed to be present in person at the meeting.

(a)
(b)

70.34. Action Without I\{eeting.
(a) Unless the articles of incorporation or bylaws provide otheru,ise, action required or
permitted by this Title to be taken at a board of directors'meeting may be taken without a
meeting if the action is taken by all members of the board. The action must be evidenced
by one or more rvritten consents describing the action taken signed by each director, and
included in the minutes or filed with the corporate records reflecting the action taken.
(b) Action taken under this section is effective when the last director signs the consent unlqps
the consent specifies a different effective date.
(c) A consent signed under this sectior-r has the effect of a meeting, vote and may be described
as such in any document.
70.35. Notice of Meeting.
(a) Unless the arlicles of incorporation or bylaws provide otherwise, regular meetings of the
board of directors may be held as provided in the bylau,s without notice.
l
(b) Unless the articles of incorporation or bylarvs provide lor a longer or shofter period, speciai ,
meetings of the board of directors must be preceded by at least two days'notice of the date,
time, and place of the meeting. The notice need not describe the purpose of the special
meeting unless required by the arlicles of incorporation, bylaws or the provisions of this
Title.
70.36. Waiver of Notice.
A director may waive any notice required by this Title, the articles of incorporation or the
bylaws before or after the date and time stated in the notice. Except as provided by
subsection (b), the waiver must be in writing, signed by the director entitled to the notice,
and filed with the minutes or corporate records.
(b) A director's attendance at or participation in a meeting waives any required notice to him or
her of tl.re meeting unless that director at the beginning of the meeting (or promptly upon
his or her arrival) objects to holding the meeting or transacting business at the meeting and
does not thereafter vote for or assent to action taken at the meeting.

(a)

70.37. Quorum and Voting.
(a) Unless the articles of incorporation or bylaws require a greater number, a quorum of a
board of directors consists of a majority of the number of directors.
(b) The articles of incorporation or bylaws may authorize a quorum of a board of directors to

l2

(c)
(C)

collsist olno ferver than one-third of the number of directors.
If a qnorum is present when a vote is taken, the affirmative vote of a luaiority of directors
present is the act of the board of directors unless the articies of incoiporaticrn or bylau's
require the vote of a greater number of directors.
A director who is present at a meqting of the board of directors or a committee of the board
of directors when corporate action is taken is deemed to have assented to the action taken
unless: (l) he or she objects at the beginning, of the meeting (or promptly upon his or her
a1aival) to holding it or transacting business at the meeting; (2) his or her dissent or
abstention frorn the action taken is entered in the minutes of the meeting; or (3) he or she
delivers writtcn notice of his or her dissent or abstention to the presiding officer of the
meeting before its adjoumment or to the corporation immediately after adjournment of the
meeting. The right of dissent or abstention is not available to a director who votes in favor
of the action taken.

70.38. General Standards for Directors.
(a) A director shall discharge his or her duties as a director, including duties as a member of

(1)

(b)

a

committee:
in good faith;
(2) with the care an ordinarily prudent person in a like position would exercise under
2
sirnilar circumstances, and
of
the
interests
the
best
to
be
in
(3) in a manner he or she- reasonably believes
corPoration.
In discharging his or her duties a director is entitled to rely on infomlation, opinionsl
reports, or statements, including financial statements and other financial data, if prepared or
presented by:
(I
one or more officers or employees of the corporation whom the director reasonably
believes to be reliable and competent in the matters prcsented;
iegal counsel, public accountants, or other persons as to matters the director
reasonably believes are within the person's professional or experl competence; or
a committee of the board of directors of which he or she is not a member, as to

)

(2)

(3)

matters within its jurisdiction,

(c)
(d)

(e)

if

the director reasonably believes the committee

merits confidence.
A director is not acting in good faith if he or she has knorvledge concerning the matter in
question that makes reliance otherwise permitted by subsection (b) unwamanted.
A director shall not be deemed to be a trustee with respect to the corporation or with respect
to any prope(y held or administered by the corporation, including without limit, property
that may be subject to restrictions imposed by the donor or transferor of such properly, and
notwithstanding that the corporation may be a trustee with respect to the prope(y.
A director is not liable for any action taken as a director, or any failure to take any action, if
he or she per-formed the duties of office in compliance with this section.

70.39. Director Conflict of Interest.
A conflict of interest transaction is a transaction rn,ith the corporation in which a director of
the corporation has a direct or indirect interest. A conflict of interest transaction is not
voidable or the basis for imposin-e liability on the director if the transaction was fair at the
time it was entered into or is approved as provided in subsections (b) or (c).
(b) A transaction in which a director of a corporation has a conflict of interest may be

(a)
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approved:

(1)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(0

(e)

in advance bl,tiie vote of the board of directors or a committee of tlre board if:
(i) the rnaterial facts of the transaction and the director's interest are disclosed
or known io the board or committee o{'tire board; and
(ii) the directors approving the transaction in good faith reasonably believe that
the transaction is fair to the corporation; or
(2) before or after it is consummated, by obtaining approval of the:
(i) Director of Commerce; or
(ii) Tribal Court in an action of which the Director of'Commerce is given notice
A transaction in which a director of a mutual benefit corporation has a confiict of interest
may be approved if(1) the material facts of the transaction and the director's interest were disclosed or
k:rorvn to the board of directors or a committee of the board and the board of
committee of the board authorized, approved, or ratified the transaction; or
(2) thematerial facts of the transaction and the director's interest rvere disclosed or
known to the members and they authorized, approved, or ratified the transaction.
For purposes of this section, a director of the corporation has an indirect interest in a
transaction if (l) another entity in rvhich he or she has a material financial interest or in
which he or she is a general partner is a party to the transaction or (2) another entity of
which he or she is a director, officer. or trustee is a pa(y to the transaction and the
,
transaction is or should be considered by the board of directors of the corporation.
For purposes of subsections (b) and (c), a conflict of interest transaction is authorized,
approved, orratified if it receives the affirmative vote of amajorityof the directors on the
board of directors (or on the cornmittee) who have no direct or indirect interest in the
transaction, but a transaction rnay nol be authorized, appror.'ed, or ratified under this section
by a single director. If a majority of the directors who have no direct or indirect interest in
the transaction vote to authorize, appro\/e, or ratify the transaction, a quorurn is present for
the purpose of taking action under this section. The presence of, cr a vole cast by, a
director with a direct or indirect interest in the transaction does not affect the validity of any
action taken under subsections (b) and (c) if the transaction is othenvise autliorized,
approved, or ratified as provided in subsections (b) or (c).
For purposes of subsection (c)(2), a conflict of interest transaction is authorized, approved
or ratified if it receives the vote of a majority of the votes entitled to be counted under this
subsection. Votes cast by or voted under the control of a director who has a direct or
indirect interest in the transaction, and votes cast by or voted under the control of an entity
described in subsection (d)(l), may not be counted in a vote of members to determine
whether to authorize, approve, or ratify a conflict of interest transaction under subsection
(cX2). The vote of these members, horvever, is counted in determining whether the
transaction is approved under other sections of this Title. A majority of the voting
members, whether or not present, entitled to be counted in a vote on the transaction under
this subsection constitutes a quorum for the purpose of taking action under this section.
The arlicles, bylau,s, or a resolution of the board may impose additional requirements on
conflict of interest transactions.

70.40. Liability for Unlawful Activities.
(a) Unless he or she complies with the applicable standards of conduct described in Section
70.38, a director who votes for or assents to any payner-rt of money by the corporation to

t4

a

,

?

rrrember, officer or director made in violation of Code or the articles of incorporaliott ts
persolally liable to the corporation for the amount of the palmrent that exceeds rvliat could
irave been distributed vvithout violating this Title or ihe ailicles of incorporation.

(b)

A director held liable for an unlau,ful palment under subsection (a) is entitled to
coritribution.
(1) from every otlrer director who voted for or assented to the pay'rnent without
complying with the applicable standards of conduct described in section 70'38; and
(Z) from each member, officer or director'*,ho received an unlarvful payment, fot the
amount of the unlarvful payment, w'hether of not he or she accepted the payrent
knowing it was made in violation of this Title or thc' articles of incorporation.

70.41. Officers.
(a) A corporation has the officers described in its bylau's or appointed by the board of directors
in accordance rvith the bYlau's.
(b) A duly appointed officer may appoint one or more officers or assistant officers if authorized
by the bylarn's or the board of directors'
(c) The bylaws or the board of directors shall delegate to one of the officers responsibility for
p."puiing minutes of the directors'and members'meetings and for authenticating records of

(d)
i.i

the corporation.
The same individual may simultaneously hold more than one office in a corporation' ?
bylaws or, to the
Each officer has the authority and shall perform the duties set forlh in the
or by
extent consistent with the bylaws, the duties prescribed by the board of directors
of otirer
direction of an officer authorized by the board of directors to prescribe the duties

officers.

70.42, Standards of Conduct for Officers'
(a) An officer rvith discretionary authority shall clischarge his or her duties under that authorily:
(l) in good faith;
(Z) with the care an ordinarily prudent person in a like position would exercise under
sirnilar circumstances ; and
(3) in a manner he or she reasonably believes to be in the best interests of the
corPoration.

(b)

In discharging his or her duties an officer is entitled to rely on information, opinions,
prepared or
reports, or sta-temer-rts, including financial statements and other financial data, if
presented by:
one or more officers or employees of the corporation whom the officer reasonably
believes to be reliable and competent in the matters presented; or
legal counsel, public accountants, or other persons as to matters the officer
reasonably believes are within the person's professional or expert competence.
An officer is not acting in good faith if he or she has knowledge concerning the matter in

(1)

(Z)

(c)

question that makes reliance otherwise permitted by subsection (b) unwarranted.
(d) An officer is not liable for any action taken as an officer, or any failure to take any action,
if he or she performed the duties of office in compliance w'ith this section'

70.43. Resignation and Removal of Officers.
(u) An officer may resign at any time by delivering notice to the corporation. A resignation is
effective when the notice is delivered unless the notice specifies a later effective date' If a
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(b)

resignation is made effective at a later date and the corporation accepts the future e{Iectivc
date, its boaril of directors rnay fill the pending vacancy before the effective date if the
board of directors provides that the successor does noL take office until the effective date.
A board of directors may remove any officer at any time with or rvitlrout cause.

7fr.44. Indemnification of Corporate Agents.
(a) A corporation may indernnify any person who was or is a party or is threatened to be made
a party to any threatened, pending or completed action, suit or proceeding, whether civil,
criminal, adrninistrative or investigative by reason of the fact that he or she is or was a
director, officer, emplol'ee or agent of the corporation, or is or \ /as serving at the request of
the corporation as a director, officer, employee or agent of another corporation, partner,
joint venture, trust or other enterprise, against expenses including attorneys' fees,
judgments, fines and amounts paid in settlement, actually and reasonably incurred in
connection u'ith the action, suit or proceeding if he or she acted in good faith and in a
manner he or she reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the
corporation and, with respect to any criminal action or proceeding, had no reasonable cause
to believe his or her conduct was unlawful.
(b)
No indemnification shall be made pursuant to this section in respect of any proceeding in
which such person shall have been adjudged to be hable to the corporation.
(c)
No person shall be indemnified under this section in respect of any proceeding charging r
improper personal benefit to him or her, whether or not involving action in his or her
olficial capacity, in which he or she shall have been adjudged to be liable on the basis that
personal benefit was inrproperly received by him or her.
0.45. Mandatory Indemnifi cation
Unless limited by its articles of incorporation, a corporation shall rndemnily a director or officer
rvho rvas rvholly successful, on the merits or othenvise, in the defense of any proceeding to which
he or she was a parly because he or she is or was a director of the corporation, against reasonable
expenses incured by him or her in comection with the proceedings.
7

70.46. Advance for Expenses.
A corporation may pay for or reimburse the reasonable expenses incurred by a director or
officer who is a party to a proceeding in advance of final disposition of the proceeding il
(l) the director or officer furnishes the corporation a written affirmation of his or her
good faith belief that he or she has rnet the standard of conduct described in section

(a)

(2)

70.143;

the director or officer furnishes the corporation a rvritten undertaking, executed
personally or by a surety or guarantor, to repay the advance if it is ultimately
determined that he or she did not meet the standard of conduct; and
a determination is made that the facts then known to those making the
determination would not preclude indemnification under this Section.
The undertaking required by subsection (a)(2) must be an unlirnited general obligation of
the director or officer but need not be secured and may be accepted without reference to
financial ability to make repayment.
Determinations and authorizations of payrnents under this section shall be made in the

(3)

(b)
(.)

manner specified in Section 70.147.
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7A.47. Court-Ordered Indernnification.
LJrrless litnited by a corporation's arlicles of incorporation. a director or officer of the corporalicn
lr'lro is aparty to a proceeding may apply for indemnification to the coutl conducting the
proceeding, to the'Iribal Court or to another court of competent jurisdici.ion. On receipt of an
application the court, after giving any notice the coutl considers necessary, may order
indemnification in the amount it considers proper if it determines:
(1) the director or ofhcer is entitled to mandatory indemnification under Section 70.45,
in which case the court shall also order the corporation to pay the director's or
officer's reasonable expenses incurred to obtain courl-ordered indemriification; or
(2) the director or officer is fairly and reasonably entitled to indemnification in vierv of
all the relevant circumstances, whether or not the director met the standard of
conduct set forth in Section 70.44 or was adjudged liable as described in Section
70.44(b) or (c),
but if the director or officer rvas adjudged so liable indernnification is limited to
reasonable expenses incurred.
70.48. Determination and Authorization of Indemnification.
A corporation may not indemnify a director or officer under Section 70.44 unless
authorized in the specific case after a determination has been made that indemnification is
permissible in the circumstances because the director or officer has met the standard of t
conduct set forlh in Section 70.44.
(b) The determination shall be made:
(1) by the board of directors by majority vote of a quorum consisting of directors no'i at
the time parties to the Proceeding;
(2) if a quorum cannot be obtained under subdivision (1), by majority vote of a
committee duly designated by the board of directors (in which designation directors
who are parties may parlicipate), consisting solely of two or rnore directors not at
the time parties to the Proceeding;
(3) by special legal counsel:
(i) selected by the board of directors or its committee in the manner prescribed
in subdivision (1) or (2); or
(ii) if a quorum of the board cannot be obtained under subdivision (1) and a
committee cannot be designated under subdivision (2), selected by majority
vote of the full board (in which selection directors who are panies may
participate);
(4) by the members of a mutual benefit corporation, but directors who are at the time
parties to the proceedings may not vote on the determination.
(c) Authorization of identification and evaluation as to reasonableness of expenses shall be
made in the same manner as the determination that indemnification permissible, except
that if the determination is made by special legal counsel, authorization of indemnification
and evaluation as to reasonableness of expenses shall be made by those entitled under
subsection (bX3) to select counsel.
(d) A director or officer of a corporation may not be indemnified until 20 days after wrjtten
notice is given to the Director of Corporations of the proposed indemnification.

(a)

70.49. Insurance
17
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and maintain insurance on behaif of an individual who is or rrn'as a
or
agent of the corporation, or who, rvhile a director, officer,
director, officer, employee,
employee, or agent of the corporation, is or was serving at the request of the corporation as a
director, olficer, partner, trustee, employee, or anent of another foreign or domestic corporation,
partnership, joint venture, trust, employ'ee benefit plan, or other enterprise, against Iiability
asserted agaitrst or incurred by him in that capacity or arising from his status as a director, officer,
employee, or agent, whether or not lhe corporation would have power to indemnify hirn or her
against the same liability under this Title.

A corporation may purchase

AN,IEND]\{ENT OF ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION.
70.50. Amendments to Bylaws and Articles of Corporations Without Members.
If a corporation has no members, its board of directors may adopt one or more amendments to the
corporation's bylarvs and articles, subject to any approvais required by the articies or bylaws. The
corporation shall provide notice of any meeting at rvhich an amendment is 1o be voted upon. The
noticeshallbeinaccordance rvithSection70.35. Thenoticemustalsostatethatapurposeofthe
meeting is to consider a proposed arnendment to the articles or bylaws and contain or be
accompanied by a copy or summary of the amendment or state the general nature of the
amendment, In addition to any requirements in the bylaws or articles concerning voting on
proposed amendments, the amendment must be approved by a majority of the directors in office at c
the time the amendment is adopted.
70.51. Amendments to Bl,larvs and Articles of Corporations With N{embers.

If the corporation

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

has members, then:

Unless this act, the articles, bylaws or the board, of directors (acting pursuant to
subsection (bX2)) require a greater vote or voting by class, an amendment to a
corporation's articles or bylaws to be adopted must be approved:
(i) by the board if the corporation is a corporatiou and the amendment cloes not
relate to the number of directors, the composition of the board, the tenn of
office of directors, or the method or way in rvhich directors are elected or
selected;
(ii) by the members by two-thirds of the votes cast or by a majorrty of the voting
power, whichever is less; and
(iii) in writing by any person or persons whose approval is required by a
provision of the arlicles or bylarvs.
If the board initiates an amendment to the articles or byiaws, or board approval is
required by subsection (l) to adopt an amendment, the board may condition the
amendment's adoption on receipt of a higher percentage of affirmative votes or any
other basis.
If the board or the members seek to have the amendment approved by the members
at a membership meeting, the corporation shall give notice to its members of the
proposed membership nleeting in writing in accordance with Section 70.20. The
notice must state that apurpose of the meeting is to consider the proposed
amendment and contain or be accompanied by a copy or summary of the
amendment.
If the board seeks to have the amendment approved by the members by written
consent or written ballot, the material soliciting the approval shall contain or be

l8
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accompanied b)' 3 copy cr summary of the amendment'

70.52. Approval b1'Third Persons.
'i'he articlei or bylau's may require an arnendment to the articles or bvlaws io be apiproved ir-r
writing by a specified person or persons other than the board. Such an article or bylau' provision
rnay only be amended with the approval in writing of such person or persons.
70.53. Articles of Amendment.
(a) A corporation arnendir-rg its articles slrallprepare articles of amendment, which shall be
executed in duplicate by the corporation by its chief executive officer and shall be verifled
by the officer who has been delegated responsibility under Section 70.41 of this Title for
authenticating corporate records, and shall set forth:
(l) the name of the corPoration;
(2) the text of each amendment adopted;
(3) the date of each amendment's adoption;
(4) if approval of members was not required, a statement to that effect and a statement
that the amendment was approved by a sufficient vote of the board of directors,
(5) if approval by members was required, the number of memberships out standing and
the total number of votes cast for and against the amendment.
(6) if approval of the amendrnent by some person or persons other than the members or
the board is required pursuant to section 7A.52, a statement that the approval rvas

(b)

obtained.
The articles of amendment shall be sent to the Director of Commerce with the fees as
provided in this Title. If the Director of Commerce approves the amendments, he or she
shall issue a certificate of amendment.

DISSOLUTION
70.54. Dissolution of Corporations Without Members'
(a) The board of directors of a corporation that has no members rnay, subject to any approval
required by the articles or bylaws, dissolve the corporation by delivering to the Director of
Commerce articles of dissolution.
(b) The corporation shall grve notice of any meeting at 'ivhich dissolution will be approved.
The notice shall bc in accordance witli Section 70.35. The notice must also state that a
purpose of the meeting is to consider dissolution of the corporation.
(c) bisiolution shall be approved by a vote of a majority of the directors in olfice at the time
the transaction is aPProved.

(d)

The directors in approving dissolution shall adopt a plan of dissolution indicating to whom
the assets ow.ned or held by the corporation will be distributed after all creditors have been
paid.

70.55. Voting on Dissolution by Directors and Members.
(a) Ulless this Title, the articles, bylaws or the board of directors or members (acting pursuant
to subsection (b) require a greater vote, dissolution is authorjzed if it is approved:

(l)

by the board;
(Z) by the members, if any, by two-thirds of the votes cast or a majority of the members,
whichever is less; and
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(3)

(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)

in '',lriting by any person or persons rvhose approval is required by a provision oi
the articles authorized by Section 70.52 for an amendment to the articles or bylaws.
'Ihe Lroard n-ray condition its subrnission of the proposed dissolution on receipt of a higher
percentage of affinnative votes or on any other basis.
If the board seeks to have dissolution approrued by the members at a membership meeting,
the corporation shall give notice to its members of the proposed mernbership meeting in
accordance with Section70.20. The notice must also state that apurpose of the meeting is
to consider dissolr.'rng the corporation and must contain or be accompanied by a copy or
summary of tire plan of dissolution.
If the board seeks to have dissolution approved by the members by r.l,ritten consent or
written ballot, the niaterial soliciting the approval shall contain or be accompanied by a
copy or summary of the plan of dissolution.
The plan of dissolution shall indicate to u,hom the assets ou,ned or held by the corporation
will be distributed after all creditors have been paid.

70.56. Distributions by Corporations.
A corporation shall give the Director of Commerce w,ritten notice that it intends to dissolve
l0 days before the time it delivers articles of dissolution to the Director of Commerce. The
notice shall include a copy or summary of the plan of dissolution.
(b) No assets shall be transferred or conveyed by a corporation as parl of the dissolution
process until twenty days after it has given written notice as required by subsection (a) to
the Director of Comrnerce or until the Director of Commerce has consented in writing to,
or indicated in writing that it wrll take no actior-r with respect to, the transfer or conveyance,

(a)

(.)
(d)

rvhichever is earlier.
Prior to the erpiration of the 20-day period described in subsection (b), the Director of
Commerce may bring an actior.r in Tribal Court to challenge the planned distribution of
assets, and the Tribal Court may enjoin any drstribution pending the outcome of the a,ctiou
When ail or substantially all of the assets of a corporatron have been transferred or
conveyed follow'ing approval of dissolution, the board shall deliver to the Director of
Commerce a list showing those, other than creditors, to whorl the assets were transferred or
conveyed. The list shall indicate the addresses of each person, other than creditors, who
received assets and indicate rvhat assets each received.

70.57. Articles of Dissolution.
(a) Subject to any waiting period prescnbed by Section 70.56, at any time after dissolution is
authorized, the corporation may dissolve by delivering to tire Director of Commerce articles
of dissolution setting forth:
(l) the name of the corporatron;
(2) the date dissolution was authorized,
(3) a statement that dissolution rvas approved by a sufficient vote of the board;
(4) if approval of members was not required, a statement to that effect;
(5) if approval by rnembers rvas required, the number of memberships outstanding and
the total number of votes cast for and against dissolution.
(6) if approval of dissoiution by some person or persons other than the members, the
board or the incorporators is required pursuant to Section 70.52, to provide a

(7)

statement that the approval was obtained; and
the effective date of the articles of dissolution.
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(b)

After its arlicles of dissolution have been acccpted for filing by the Director of Comnlercc,
a corporation is dissolvecl upon the effective date stated in its articles of dissolution.

70.58. Effect of Di:;solution.
(a) A dissolved corporation continues its corporate existence but may not carry on ally business
except that appropriate to wind up ancl liquidate its business and affairs, including:
(1) preserrring and protecting its assets and minimizirig its liabilities;
(Z) discharging or making provision for discharging its liabilities and obligations;
(3) disposing of its properties that u'ill not be distributed in kind;
(4) returning, transferring or conveyng assets held by the corporation upon a condition
requiring retum, transfer or conveyance, which condition occurs by reason of the
dissolution, in accordance with such condition;
(5) transferring, subject to any contractual or legal requirements, its assets as provided
in or authorizedby its articles of incorporation or bylau's;
(6) If the corporation is a mutual benefit corporation and no provision has been made in
its articles or bylaws for distribution of assets on dissolulion, transfening its assets
to its members or, if it has no members, to those persons rvhom the corporation
holds itself out as benefiting or serving; and
(7) doing every other act necessary to wind up and liquidate its assets and affairs.

(b)
( 1)

Dissolution of a corporation does not:
transfer title to the corporation's property;
(2) subject its directors or officers to standards of conduct different from those
prescribed in sections 70.38 and 70'42;
(3) change quorum or voting requirements for its board of directors or members;
change frovisiols for selection, resignation, or removal of its directors or officers;
or change provisions for amending its bylaws,
(4) prevent comntencement of a proceeding by or against the corporation in its
corporate name;

(5)

abate or suspenci a proceeding pending by or against the corporation in its corporate

name; or

(6)

terminate the authority of the registered agent of the corporation.
(c) In ietermining the value of corporate assets for dissolution, formerly undivided trust land
may not be included as assets of the corporation for purposes of liquidating debts, fulfilling
financial obligations to creditors, or for similar applications in dissolution proceedings unless
such applications have been formally approved for those purposes by members at a meeting

called for that purPose.

70.59 Knorvn Claims Against Dissolved Corporation'
(a) A dissolved corporation may dispose of the k-nown claims against it by following the
procedure described in this section.
(b) The dissolved corporation shall notify its known claimants in writing of the dissolution at
any time after its effective date. The written notice must:
(l) describe information that must be included in a claim;
(Z) provide a mailing address where a claim may be sent;
(3) state the deadline, which may not be fewer than 120 days from the effective date of
the written notice, by which the dissolved corporation must receive the claim, and
(4) state that the claim r,r,ill be barred if not received by the deadline.
2t
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(c) A claim against the dissolved corporation is barred:
(1) if a claimant wlro u,as given written notice under subsection (b) does not deiiver the
claim io the dissolved corporation by the deadline;
(Z) if a clairnant *'hose clairn was rejected by the dissolved corporaiion does not
commence a proceeding to enforce the claini within 90 da1,s from the effective date
of the rejection notice.
(d) Forpurposes of this section, "claim" does not include a contingent Iiability or a claim based
on an everlt occurring after the effective date of dissolution.

70.60 Unknown Claims Against Dissolved Corporation.
(a) A dissolved corporation may also publish notice of its dissolution and request that persons
with claim against the corporation present them in accordance with the notice.

(b)

(c)

The notice must:
(1) be published one time in a newspaper of general circulation in the county where the
dissolved corporation's principal office is or was last located and in a newspaper of
general circulation on the Reservation;
(2) describe ti-re information that must be included in a claim and provide a mailing
address where the claim may be sent; and
(3) state that a claim against the corporation w'ill be barred unless a proceeding to
enforce the claim is commenced within two years after the publication of tlie notice.
If the dissolved corporation publishes a neu,spaper notice in accordance with subsection
(b), the clairn of each of the follorving claimants is barred unless the claimant commences a
proceeding to enforce the claim against the dissolved corporation within two years after the
publication date of the newspaper noticc:
(l) a claimant'*'ho did not receive rvritten notice under Section 70.59;
(2) a claimant whose claim was timely sent to the dissoh,ed corporation but not acted
on;
(3) a claimant u'hose claim is contingent or based on an eveltt occurring after tlie
effective date of dissolution.
(d) A claim may be enforced under this section:
(1) against the dissolved corporation, to the extent of its undistributed assets; or
(2) if the assets have been distributed in liquidation, against any person, other
than a creditor of the corporation, to whom the corporation distributed its
propeny to the extent of the distributee's pro rata share of the claim or the
corporate assets distributed to such persoll in liquidation, whichever is less,
but the distributee's total liability for all claims under this section may not
exceed the total amount of assets distributed to the distributes.

70.61. Grounds for Administrative Dissolution.
The Director of Corporations may a proceed under Section 70.62 to dissolve a corporation
administratively if:
(1) the corporation's period of duration stated in its articles of incorporation expires;
(2) responses to the interrogatories under the Tribal Comprehensive Business Codes
this Title show that the Corporation has been inactive for a period of at least one
year, and there are no plans to reactive the corporation in the future; or
(3) interrogatories have not been answered by any of tlie persons to whom they rvere
directed for a period of 120 days after becoming due; provided, however, that 30
22
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this subsection, tlie Director of
Conrmerce shall notif.v each person failing to ansr.ver such interrogatories of its
intent to conrmence such a proceeding.
clays before comn'icncing a proceeding under

7A.62. Frocedure for and Effect of Administrative Dissolution.
(a) If tlie Director of Commerce determines that one or more grounds exist under Section 70.61
for dissolving a corporation, he or she shall serue the corporation rvith u'ritten notice of his
or her determination.
(b) If tl-re corporation does not correct each ground for dissolutiotr or demonstrate to tl-re
reasonable satisfaction of the Director of Commerce that each ground determined by the
Director of Commerce does not exist within 60 days after service of the notice is perfected,
the Director of Commerce shall administratively dissolve the corporation by signing a
certificate of dissolution that recites the ground or grounds for dissolution and its effective
date. The Director of Commerce shall file the original of the certificate and serve a copy on
the corporation.

(c)
(d)

A corptration administratively dissolved continues its corporate existence but may not
.u.ry on a6y business except that necessary to u,ind up and liquidate its business and affairs
under section 70.58 and notify claimants under Sections 70.59 and 70.60'
The administrative dissolution of a corporation does not terminate the authority of its
7

registered agent.

70.63. Grounds for Judicial Dissolution.
(a) The Tribal Court may dissolve a corporation:
(1) in a proceeding brought on behalf of the Director of Commerce or other agency or
official of the Tribe if it is established that:
(i) the corporation obtained its articles of incorporation througli fraud;
(ii) the corporation has continued to exceed or abuse, the authority confened
r"rpon it by law;
(iii) the corporate assets are being misapplied or wasted; or
(iv) the corporation is no longer able to carrl,out its purposes.
(?) in a proceeding by members holding 25 per cent of the voting power, or by a
director, or by any person specified in the articles, if it is established that:
(i) the directors are deadlocked in the management of the corporate affairs, and
the members, if any, are unable to break the deadlock;
(ii) the directors or those in control of the corporation have acted, are acting, or
will act in a manner that is illegal, oppressive, or fraudulent;
(iii) the members are deadlocked in voting power and have failed, for a period
that includes at least two consecutive arurual meeting dates, to elect
Successors to directors whose tetms have, or otherwise would have, expired;
(iu) the corporate assets are being misapplied or wasted; or
(u) the corporation is no longer able to carry out its purposes;
(3) in a proceeding by a creditor if it is established that;
(i) the creditor's claim has been reduced to judgment, the execution on the
judgment returned unsatisfied, and the corporation is insolvent; or
(ii) the corporation has admitted in writing that the creditor's claim is due ar-rd
owing and the corporation is insolvent, or
(4) in a proceeding by the corporation to have its voluntary dissolution continued under
23
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(b)

court supervrston.
Prior to dissolving a corporation, the court shall consider rvhether:
(l) rhere are reasonable altematives to dissolution;
(2) dissoiution is in the corporation's and memtrers' inlerest;
(3) drssolution is the best rvay of protecting the interests of members, if the corporation
is a mutual benefit corporation.

70.64. Procedure for Judicial Dissolution.

(a)
(b)

(c)

it is not necessary to make directors or members partics to a proceeding to drssolve a
cotporation unless relief is sought against them individually.
The tribal couft in a proceeding brought to dissolve a corporation may issue injunctions,
appoint a receiver or custodian with all powers and duties the court directs, take other
action required to preserve the corporate assets wherever located, and carry on the business
of the corporation until a full hearing can be held.
A person who brings an involuntary dissolution proceeding shall fonhw,ith give written
notice of the proceeding to the Director of Commerce, which may intervene.

70.65. Receivership or Custodianship(a) A court in a judicial proceeding brought to dissolve a
corporation may appoint one or more receivers to wind up and liquidate, or one or more
custodians to manage, the aflairs of the corporation. The cou( shall hold a hearing, after
notifying all parlies to the proceeding and any interested persons designated by the court,
before appointing a receiver or custodian. The court appointing a receiver or custodian has
exclusive jurisdiction over tlte corporation and all of its property ivherever located.
(b) The court may appoint an individuai, or a domestic or foreign business or nonprofit
corporation as a receiver or custodian. The court may require the receiver or custodian to
post bond, with or without sureties, in an amount the court directs.
(c) The court shall describe the po\ /ers and duties of the receiver or custodian in its appoipting
order, which may be amended from time to time. Among other pou.ers:
(I)
The receiver (i) may dispose of all or any pafl of the assets of the corporation
wherever located, at a public or private sale, if authorized by the court; provided,
horvever, that the receiver's power to dispose of the assets of the corporation is
subject to any trust and other restrictions that would be applicable to the
corporation; and (ii) may sue and defend in the receiver's or custodian's name as
receiver or custodian of the corporation;
(2) The custodian may exercise all of the powers of the corporation, through or in place
of its board of directors orofficers, to the extent necessary to manage the affairs of
the corporation in the best interests of its members and creditors.
(d) During a receivership the court may re-designate the receiver a custodian, and during a
custodianship may re-designate the custodian a receiver, if doing so is in the best interests
of the corporation, its members, and creditors.
(e) From time to time during the receivership or custodianship the court may order
compensation paid and reirnbursements made to the receiver or custodian and to his or her
counsel and accountant from the assets of the corporation orproceeds from the sale of the
assets.

74.66. Decree of Dissolution.
If after a hearing the tribal court determines that one or more grounds for judicial

(a)
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(b)

dissohrtion clescriberj in section 162 exist, it may enter a decree dissolving the corporation
apd specii.-r,ing ihe effective date of the dissolution, and the clerk of the court shall deliver a
cerlified copy of the decree to tlre Director of Commerce, who shall file it.
After entering the decree of dissolution, the court shail direct ttre winding up ald
liquidation of tl're corporation's business and affairs in accordance rvith Section 70.58 and
the notification of claimants in accordance with Sections 70.59 and 70.60'

70.67. Deposit With Tribal Treasurer.
Assets pot held in trust of a dissolved corporation that should be transferred to an individual who
is a creditor, claimant, or member of the corporation r,vho cannot be found or who is not
cornpetent to receive them shall be reduced to cash and deposited with the Tribal Treasurer for
safekeeping. When the individual fumishes satisfactory proof of entitlement to the amount
deposited, the Tribal Treasurer shall pay to the individual the amounts due.

70.68. Severability.
the event that any provision of this Code shall be found or declared to be invalid, the remaining
provisions of this Code shall be unaffected thereby, and shall remain infull force and effect'
1.r

CERTTFICATION
I, rhe undersigned, as Chairman of the Hoopa Valley Tribal Council, do hereby certify that the
Hoopa Valiey Tribal Council, composed of eight members, of which seven were present
constituting a quorum at a regular meeting thereof; duly and regularly called, noticed, and
convened, and held this twenty-fifth day of June, 2001 , adopted this Ordinance by a vote of six
for and none against, and that this Resolution has not be rescinded or amended in any way.

DATED THIS TWENTY-FtrTH DAY OF JTINE, 2041,

ARSHALL, CHAIRMAN
HOOPA VALLEY TRIBAL COUNCIL

ATTEST:

AhCv MILIER, EXECUTTVE SECRETARY
OOPA VALLEY TRIBAL COLINCIL
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